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A contribution to the history of Normalization, 
with primary emphasis 

on the establishment of Normalization 
in North America between 1967-19751 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, there have been many references in 
the literature to the early days of Normalization where 
the authors cited references that were not from the 
founding period, but secondary or retrospective ones 
from the 1980s. Among the reasons people cite 
post-1980 literature when discussing events that 
occurred up to 20 years earlier appear to be four: (a) 
they were not on the scene at the time; (b) they do not 
know the primary literature (perhaps the computer 
bases that were consulted did not go back far enough); 
(c) if they do know it, they do not have ready access to 
it; and (d) they prefer recent revisionist ideas to the 
historical truth, and therefore avoid the original 
literature. 

So I went to my extensive personal archives and 
drew on these for this presentation. In fact, this was the 
first time that I methodically mined my relevant 
archives from the 1960s and 1970s for Normalization 
material. Historical revisionists may commence 
quaking in their boots because I can now cite genuine 
original sources and prove many of the points I will 
make. 

The material will be presented in distinct sections, 
roughly chronologically, but with some overlap 
between time periods. In tracing the history of 
Normalization and Social Role Valorization (SRV), I 
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will try to minimize-as much as is practical-overlap 
with earlier writings on that topic and emphasize new 
material instead. Therefore, because this congress 
observes the 25th anniversary of the appearance of the 
monograph Changing Patterns in Residential Services 
for the Mentally Retarded (Kugel & Wolfensberger, 
1969), I decided to devote a disproportionate amount 
of material to it and treat several other historical 
elements in much more condensed fashion. 

2 IDEAS AND SCHEMES THAT WERE 
WIDELY PROMOTED AS MAJOR 
ANSWERS IN HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND/OR FOR THE CONDITIONS 
ADDRESSED BY THESE, PRIOR TO THE 
ADVENT OF NORMALIZATION AND/OR 
SHORTLY AFTER IT, AND SOME IN 
COMPETITION WITH IT 

In this section, I want to take a look at what the 
conceptual landscape in human services was like in the 
years or decades prior to the advent of Normalization, 
and to some degree overlapping with it, with selected 
emphasis on services close to the mental retardation 
field. More specifically, I will try to reconstruct the 
conceptual schemes that were viewed by many people 
as broad in scope, or as high-order foundations for 


































































































































